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AP Language and Composition: Course Information and Syllabus

Course Information
Students in this AP Language and Composition introductory college-level course will develop skills in the study and use of the rhetoric of language through close reading of and writing in a variety of modes for a variety of audiences. Writing for multiple purposes, diverse audiences, and in various situations is the foundation of this class. Students will prepare for a lifetime as an informed citizen capable of communicating effectively and persuasively in the collegiate, business, and professional worlds.

Grading Structure

Major Grades-60%  This composition class demands that the importance of writing be reflected in the assessment component.  All final drafts of essays, timed writings, and other tests fall into this category. 

Minor Grades-40%  This category encompasses all multiple choice questions, vocabulary activities, completed writings assessed at a stage other than a final draft or in-class timed essay (ICE), analysis and argumentation activities, prewriting, rough drafts, editing and conferencing activities (any steps leading to a larger product), syntax and analysis practice, and informal writing practices.

Late Work
For any assignment that is not turned in by the end of the class day on the date it is due, points will be deducted in the following manner:


1 class day late: 20 point deduction


2 class days late: 30 point deduction


3 or more class days late: maximum grade of 50 is assigned

**Always see me before choosing not to turn in an assignment due to the fact that it is late. Grace abounds.

Absences
In the event that a student is absent on the day an extended assignment is due, the assignment will still need to be turned in to me by the end of the school day via whatever mode was assigned (Turnitin, Canvas, paper via a photo, etc.).  All writings done outside of class will be submitted to Turnitin.com, so presence at school is not necessary to comply with these assignment due dates. Computer problems are not an acceptable excuse for a missing assignment since most of the essays are assigned well in advance of the dates they are due. Best Practice: Students should not wait until the last minute to submit assignments online. 

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is an unacceptable compromising of the integrity of the student and his/her respect for the ideas and writing of others. Plagiarism will result in a zero on the assignment. Turnitin.com detects all plagiarism, from outside sources as well as other students. Detection of plagiarism by Turnitin.com or the teacher results in a zero.

Readings

Completed in the summer-In Cold Blood, Truman Capote
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (purchase required)

The Grapes of Wrath, John Steinbeck (purchase required)
The Things They Carried, Tim O’Brien (purchase recommended)

Civil Discourse Outside Reading Book-independent reading selected form a list I provide in the second semester (purchase required)
Essay Guidelines for Outside- of -Class Writing Assignments

These are the guidelines for all writing assignments that are completed outside of class to be turned in for a major grade.  If these standards do not apply, I will indicate that to you at the time of the assignment.

Failure to fulfill the specific length requirement for any essay will automatically result in a maximum grade of 69.

Rationale for the length requirement of essays: This class is mirrored after a freshman college rhetoric class. A part of that class, and any class from this point on in your academic career, will be to show your ability to maintain the strength of an idea through an extended piece of writing. The assigned length of an essay indicates the development expected on said assignment. 

All typed assignments will follow MLA Formatting and Style guidelines. These can be found at OWL Purdue MLA (search with Google). 

The academic heading on all outside of class essays will be as follows (on the top left of the page):

Student Name

Teacher Name

AP Language and Composition- class period

Date

The title will be centered on the next double-spaced line (original titles always required).

The essay will begin on the following double-spaced line. 

Papers will be formatted in MLA format:

· ONE inch margins-top, bottom, left, and right

· double-spaced 

· Times New Roman font style

· 12 point font size

· NO bold, NO underline, NO graphics unless assigned

If the program in which you are typing your essay will not allow you to meet these standards, you need to plan ahead and type your essay in the school computer lab or in the library. 

All outside of class essays will be submitted on Turnitin.com. Any paper which is plagiarized will receive a zero. Intellectual theft, plagiarism, includes both directly quoting and paraphrasing the ideas and thoughts of another person without their permission and presenting them as original to the plagiarist.  As this class is a college preparatory class, the collegiate standards for student work in this regard will be upheld. Intellectual honesty is paramount in achieving academic excellence.  
If you are absent the day an essay is due, your essay must still be turned in on Turnitin.com by the time assigned on the due date.

In Search of the American Identity: Who are we, as Americans?
Syllabus

The following lists of texts are not complete lists, merely samplings of the rhetoric that will be explored throughout the year. Interspersed between and through these major thematic units will be intense skills development units that use a variety of texts. 
“There are no constraints on the human mind, no walls around the

human spirit, no barriers to our progress except those we ourselves erect.”

                              ~Ronald Reagan

FALL SEMESTER
Introduction to the Concepts of Freedom through Reading, Writing, and Thinking Critically to Become Informed Citizens

We must read and hear the many voices that exist in the dialogue of our issues, and we must have an extensive knowledge of our culture and history in order to engage intellectually in the discourse of our time. Analyzing speaker, audience, and occasion sets the stage for understanding rhetorical purpose in the many genres of text that inundate us every day.  
Truth and Justice
We will engage in analysis of the summer reading text, In Cold Blood, to analyze the complexity of truth and justice, and the journalist’s role in our democracy. Introduction to the study and analysis of rhetorical text features in the reading, as well as the application of these elements in student writing, will drive this unit. Practicing these skills is the first step in ultimately being able to engage successfully in civil discourse as an informed citizen.

Freedom and Literacy
 
“Once you learn to read, you will be forever free.”  
~Frederick Douglass 
 
The ethics of race, equality, freedom, and man’s ability to dominate his own existence through language, particularly, here, pre-twentieth century rhetoric, will be explored in Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass: An American Slave. We will learn the complexity of rhetorical analysis as a means to understanding the voices that exist in our society and our history, including the analysis of texts by men and women of color throughout our history and now. We must read and hear these voices in order to engage intellectually in the dialogue of our modern culture. Sophisticated syntax and structure in argument and analysis will be the focus of writing instruction. The power of education and the ability to read and write well are tools that empower man.  The skills of analyzing speaker, purpose, audience, and deconstructing strategies used in argumentation, as well as developing the ability to communicate those analyses in writing are the first steps in ultimately being able to engage successfully in civil discourse as an informed citizen. 
The Individual vs. the Community
“Without civic morality communities perish; without personal morality their survival has no value.”

~Bertrand Russell

Our American Dream is both substantial and insubstantial, an ideologue’s majestically achievable aspiration and tragically ethereal perfection.  In this unit, the focus will be on the American ideas of community, work, family, and individuality.  Through the reading of Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath, and other works by Roosevelt, Etzioni, Hardin, Singer, and Russell, we will explore the logic of argument, and how we as humans respond to controversial issues. The featured writings give rise to ideas that spawn inconclusive arguments about community, individuality, work, economy, family, and human morality, therefore allowing the responsibility and luxury of the American freedom of speech to be exercised in our perception of the cultural and personal issues at hand. Writing in this unit will focus on the evolution of American social identity, analysis of arguments in the rhetoric of our nation, and an emphasis on the mode of argumentative writing through original arguments, those in response to literature, and those that synthesize outside sources as support.  
SPRING SEMESTER

In the spring semester, students will select Civil Discourse topics, each of which pairs a nonfiction book and a documentary, and each pairing consists of books and films that have drawn attention critically or popularly.  These pairings will be accompanied by articles and essays selected by the students that assert a variety of positions on the topics they will consider. Students will engage in extensive research and reading, evaluating sources for credibility and application, and utilize the materials we will study in class, applying the skills of academic research and writing modeled in the classroom. Students will analyze and consider many viewpoints and prepare themselves with the greatest tool for a successful CIVIL DISCOURSE: knowledge and the ability to communicate effectively. The writing in this unit will focus on synthesis of sources, crafting of original researched arguments, and the analysis of the rhetoric of our society in a PBL framework where students work together and as individuals to craft responses to the issues of society, exercising the skills learned in this class to enact informed citizenship and engage in civil discourse to influence others. 

Protest and Patriotism
“Men are at war with each other because each man is at war with himself.”
~Francis Mechan
Textual and visual readings focus on truth as represented by the writer or artist. Through the exploration of truth from the media’s involvement in war, to depictions of war through the eyes of various writers from various time periods, to speeches by Robert F. Kennedy, to letters from soldiers, to the satire of Mark Twain, to Vietnam protest music and patriotic hymns, we analyze society’s complex perceptions of war. The study of truth through rhetoric in Tim O’Brien’s The Things They Carried will spearhead the discussion. A close study of visual rhetoric and the writings discussing the merit or detriment of the media will be a focus here, and writing will revolve around analysis of visuals, arguments pertaining to the ideas surrounding the media’s influence in our lives, as well as a study of satire and its purpose in our modern dialogue. The unit will also analyze O’Brien’s arguments about the power of story and the creative tension of writing about self as both a catharsis and a means to discovering truth. This unit will integrate the writing skills learned throughout the year in synthesis, argument, and analysis. We explore the paradox of patriotism and protest in relation to war and the media in our modern lives, as well as understand the social power of discourse about complex topics and the power of writing. 
Writing to Pursue Future Goals
The year will culminate in a writing workshop revolving around college research and the prompts and topics of the Apply Texas Application and Common Application. Students will be applying to college beginning July/ August 1, and both applications recommend and/or require essays for both admission and scholarships. We will also begin writing college application resumes, as most universities either require or recommend that students submit a meaningful resume that depicts their preparedness for collegiate life. 
The Outside Civil Discourse assignment, which will be introduced at the beginning of the second semester, will continue throughout the spring semester and play a role in both in-class and outside-of-class reading and study.  I’m very excited about this particular adventure, and this year as a whole!
AP Exam Administration Date is Wednesday, May 13, 2020. The AP exam allows students making a qualifying score to earn college credit for this class, credit which is accepted as university, not community college, credit at thousands of universities nation-wide. 
We, the AP English teachers, will offer several practice exams throughout the year. Dates and times for these practice exams will be available in the classroom soon.
August, 2019
Dear Parents:

I would like to welcome your child to AP Language and Composition, an introductory college-level course that facilitates the development of skills necessary for success in the academic theatres of college and the world.  The course focuses on the philosophy that both reading and writing are centered in the study of the art of persuasion. In the Advanced Placement Language and Composition classes, reading and writing assignments are completed both inside and outside of class. By Monday morning of each week you may access my web page to see my plans for what we hope to accomplish that week in AP Language, as well as any long-term assignments that you can expect to see your student working on at home. Skyward is also a resource to see upcoming assignments. Your student will be expected to come to class prepared for the day’s activities. 

 Due to the complexity of many of these assignments, as well as the fact that absences occur as a result of illness, extra-curricular involvement, and college visits that take place throughout the year, students sometimes have questions or need assistance with an assignment outside of the school day. I am available during most A lunches and before and after school, but with the students’ busy lives, those are not always the most convenient times for them to seek help. In addition to my online classroom web page, students may email, as well as as message me through Remind, for the purpose of clarifying instruction and seeking assistance on assignments outside of the traditional school day.  Students and parents should also join Remind as well as follow me on Twitter at twitter.com/stacitharp. I encourage both. Your child’s specific class Remind information will be available in class.  They should write it here:

Remind info: Text _________________________to 81010

Please sign below and indicate that you have received the syllabus and course information, whether you give your student permission to communicate with me via email, text messaging, or phone. Have your student return the lower portion of this form to me by Monday, August 26th.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to work with your student. I look forward to a successful and enjoyable year. English is my passion, and I look forward to sharing it!
Sincerely,
Staci Tharp

AP Language and Composition

English Department Chair
Email: stharp@weatherfordisd.com  School phone: 817-598-2858 ext. 3603 Website: tharpaplanguage.weebly.com 
Tutorial Times: During the block lunch on scheduled days (see post in classroom); Monday-Thursday, 4:00-4:30 by appt.
Please complete, initial in the blanks, sign, and CUT HERE:  Retain the preceding information for your records. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Student Name _________________________________________

______I have received a copy of the course introduction, grading policy, essay guidelines, and syllabus for AP Language.

______ I give my student permission to communicate with Mrs. Tharp via email, text messaging, Twitter, and telephone for academic purposes. 

______ I give Mrs. Tharp permission to communicate with me, the parent, via text messaging.  Cell#__________________
Parent Signature _____________________________ __Printed Name ____________________________ Date _________
Academic Contract
(For the student to complete)
Please list your goals for this class. What do you hope to gain from AP Language and Composition?

I, ________________________________________________, promise to do everything I can to insure that I meet the goals I have for this class. I will come prepared every day, and I will do what I must both in and out of class to succeed.  I will respect the integrity of the class in every way, doing my own original work and pledging my best work in order to reap the most reward from my experience in AP Language and Composition. 
Signed _________________________________________________Print Name Here ______________________________

Date _____________________________

Parent Signature _________________________________________________

I, Mrs. Tharp, promise to provide the instruction and resources necessary for students’ success, and I will give of my time and share my passion for English to insure that my students have the opportunity to meet their goals to the very best of their abilities. 

Signed ____________________________________________________

Date ______________________________________________________
